
 Statement of Solidarity to human rights and peoples organization’s defenders 
 
We,  migrants and diaspora organizations under the CSO Partnership for Development Effectiveness (CPDE) 
Migrants and Diaspora Constituency, express our concern on the petition of the Philippines’ Department of 
Justice to declare human rights activists in the country as “terrorists”. 
 
The petition with 600+ names and aliases included Beverly Longid, co-chair of the CPDE and the CPDE’s 
Working Group on Conflict and Fragility. 
 
Beverly is not a terrorist but a known activist who is very much concerned with issues of the people – 
especially indigenous peoples – from the national level to the international level. Recalling her contributions 
to our meeting in Istanbul, Turkey in Spetember 2015 up to the eventual establishment of   Migrants and 
Diaspora Constituency last year, we know Beverly as a passionate defender and champion of human rights and 
development for the people. 
 
The list also  included UN Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples, Vicky Tauli-Corpuz and 
several other activists who many indigenous peoples groups in the Philippines and even in Asia region have 
said are not, in any way, terrorists. 
 
Notably, credible human rights organization KARAPATAN reported that the list contained the names of eight 
people who are already dead and two who have been forcibly disappeared! 
 
In this context, the list is very much suspicious and can be very well construed as an attempt to crackdown on 
peoples organizations known to be critical of the Philippine government’s various policies using the country’s 
Human Security Act that have been severely criticized since its passage in 2007. 
 
We stand with our sisters and brothers fighting for human rights in the Philippines and all over the world. We 
are in solidarity against unfair and unfounded accusations aimed to curtail activism and resistance necessary 
for justice, peace and human rights to flourish in the Philippines and everywhere 


